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FOREWORD

An Introduction to Praknt 1s a desideratum  The
sources of Indian culture are to be traced as much to
Sansknit as to Pali and Praknt In spite of all contributions by
modern scholars, the need for going back to the ongmal will
remarmn for ever  From 4 narrower pomt of view, 1 student of
Sanshrit has to face, for example in San<knt dramas, a Iot of
Praknt  Through Stnsknt rendering of the swme, he cannot
enjoy the flavowm of onginal Praknit  He has to have access
to the onginnl  In due recogmtion of this fact, the Banarag
Hindu Umversity has assigned a piace to the study of Paly
and Praket 1o the Post Graduate curniculum for Sansknt

But here the University 1s confronted by the paucity of
suitable reading material  Woolner s Introductton to Praknt
has long disappeared from the market The Unnersity has
therefore to fall back upon the Zarpura mafijar: by Raja
Sekbara  But 1t gives only a partinl picture—Saurasent
Praknt How to provide for a full picture that does adequate
jushice to all the major streams—>Maharastrs, émr'\seni, Mag
adbt, Ardhamdgadhi, Jama faurasent and Jaina maharastes ?

The Department of Sansknit and Pali had to do some
thing about 1t I therefore requested St1 b C Jan, Prakrta-
Acary1, Jamna dardana t_\car) 3, M A of the Department to
<et his hand to 1t and I am delighted that he has not spared
timself to nise up to theoccaston  The result 1s the Prakrta
pratesika now being presented b-fore the Public

The motise behind the workwis to mtroduce the Post
Graduate students of Sanshrit to Prakmt language  An
attempt has been made to strihe o balance between the
imm~dinte need of such students and provision for & handy



(x}

apparatus for entering the realms of Praknt Iiterature wiich
1n magmtude 15 only next to Sanshnt  In consonance with
the onginal motive, Praknt 1s sought to be evplained 10 the

Light of Sanshrit—a stand which Praknt grammarians like
Vararucht have taken

The work 1 sts modest form 15 broadly divided nto
clementary grammar and cellections  Regarding grammar
MahdrastrT Praknt, asin Vairaruchy, 1s tahen as the model
Individual variations mn other Prakrits have been noted before
the spectmens of every other Prahmt  The rules of grammar
have been nuthenticated by 1elevant rules from traditional
grammanians, together with thar meantngs i Hindi at the
footnotes Woolner has been smproved npon by incorporating
additional topies , and latest pubhcations on Praknt have
been taken notice of as far asthe limited space permits

The epproach hns therefore been grammatical and to some
extent philological

Collections are mtended for providing specimens of
different types of Prakrit as they grew through the ages
They are literary rather than techmcal They should there
fore read pleasant Every plece agam is attended with its
Sanskrt rendering so that the correspondence between the
two may be thoroughly established

Ishallbe very glad indeed 1f this venture satisfies a
long felt want T wish the work all success

Banaras Hindu University

Nov 12, 1964 S BHATTACHARYA
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WA Fop Palatal consonant
qdtar ks Instrumental case
T o Dental consonant
fadra frafss Acousative caso
feg=m Dual number

g°g Qg Copulative compound
OFET Conjugation of verb
yas fag Neuter gendor

gl fafs Ablative case

gFﬁg‘ Masouhine gendor
s fafs Nominative case
Awrts Causative

TgATA Plural number

gy qmrg Attributive compound
\13% Past Participle
TH=o} Cerebral consonant
fag Gender

frsgare Law of grammatioal gender
ﬂjﬂ Number

AT Present participlo
IR Frg

Present tenge

frads Optative (Potential)

fwfs Case

frar A kind ofaspirate denoted
by h

A% afvg Combmation of consonants

SAFAR Bases ending 1n consonant

X, AT Seqq Aftizes of the Present Par-
ficiple

=TT Declension of word

a8t Rafe Genibyvg



qfifag e

m TTH Numeral

HgEiEd-ssa Change of Compound con-
sonants

i Combination of two letters

ard frafis Locativo

AR & frag Law of Assimilation

R Compound

WL YITE Prepositional past parti-
ciple or Indeclinable
participle

R Vocative

TR RAT Change of Single conso-

N nant.

Haaw Pronoun

W Affix of the Feminino

Uit e Fominine Gender

Fafada Change of vowel

sl Vowel-scparation

wwha Combipation of vowels

i Bases ending in vowel

SR Aspinte

s Infimtive

(7) MM

Ablative Caso qslt fwfie

Accusative Caso frda foife

Active Voice 3

Afliz of the Femimne & s

Aflixes of the Present %, WY QT

Participle



afkfae

g wionfis o=
(&) fei-oliis
HIWGT g a-stem word
wmds Imperative
Ages Nasal
I Semivowel
ssa Indeclinsble
WA A Indeclinable compound or
Advorbial compound,
¥a ey 1-stem word
STUWT g u.stom word
v g9 Singular number
waren Active voice
Témm Pass1ve voioe
Thare qnm Appositional compound
Rate] Government (of the cases)
Twaig Primary afix (to form
word from root)
Brafafa Conditional with negative
1mplication
Sl fafe Dative
BT, 9w segy Termnstions of the com-
parative and superlative
degrees
¥ gard Deternmunative compound.
e

L E)

Sceondary aflix (to form
word from word)



Vs sga Wit

A kind of aspirate denoted  faedl

by h
Appositional compound FRaE aare
Aspirate EHLIE ant
astem word THRAA W7
Atributive compound agdify anra,
Bases ending 1n consonant SAFART
Bases ending 10 vowel ety
Case [EG1E
Causative SeoraE
Cerebral consopant e gu
Change of compound con- |IEsATIRATT
sonant
Change of single consonant TI@SAHA FRAXT
Change of vowel R qiadn
Compond qa™
Conditional with negative fmfasfa
1mphcation
Conjugation of Verb qrges
Copulative compound Frgaa™
Dative case stgdl faafe
Declension of word figta)
Dental consonant ELOET]

Doterminative componnd  arggu@ard

Daul number fgaam
Feminine gendor g
Gender feg
Gonitive case LAREC (S
Government (of the cases) Fr®
Imperative _EER

Indeclinable Eerpd
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Indeclinable compound AEFRNAT T

Infinitive Fena
Instrumental case adim fafe
istem word EFITH NF
Law of Assimilation anrEer # foem
Law of grammatrical gender fagtaamas
Locative case R
Masouline gender gy
Nasal ERuien
Neuter gender adaFfag
Nominative case sunt faats
Number a9
Numeral HEAEITE
Optative (potential) fasads
Palatal consonant

Passive voice TR

Past participle JATTA
Plural number qgaa

Prepositional Past Parti- ®FFa@uE-azTed
ciple or Indeclinable
Past Participle
Preent tenso qanATE
Present Partioiple qdam g5
Primary afiix (to form Z&7Aa
word from root)
Pronoun adam
fecondary aflix (to form afzyTTe
word {rom word)
Femivonel o=y Ny
Binzalar pumter haxh ol



{%e sga-gafart

Terminations of compara- &, q° TAF
rative and superlative

degrees
nestom word IFA 17
Vocative T
Vowel separation Tl
R. IA-wEg
AP wftrliaf (28 dera ¥ W w9 fear ngy
P ®a ’
HgF
Sraazatzd dast g T afeE e
<jfger difga .
Yam®  gW & O°F AT R FEfan ag
A A TR ) W (g
o arad (g )

aafafy et

de (dg) W

ARy arfaa, afaa
areeA y=a@¥ ( gaal )
fégﬁg Bﬁi@
guafas WS

argfasn qufzet (€1 )
e gFHAl

&y =ifag faRgas WA
afte aw
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